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PLUS TAX 


RUBIO’S DEFECTION 
THREATENS GOP 
TAX LEGISLATION 


rations. 


Lawmaker demands 
greater expansion 
of child tax credit 


BY ALAN RAPPEPORT 
& THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON 

House and Senate Re- 
publicans faced a new round 
of uncertainty Thursday 
about the fate of their $1.5 
trillion tax bill with the pos- 
sible defection of a Republi- 
can senator, Marco Rubio of 
Florida, amid continuing 
questions about how the bill 
will be paid for and how 


Republicans, who reac- 
hed agreement Wednesday 
on a merged version of the 
House and Senate tax 
plans, expect to unveil the fi- 
nal bill today and vote on 
the legislation early next 
week so that it can be sent to 
President Donald Trump 
before Christmas. 

But those plans were 
thrown into some disarray 
Thursday when Rubio said 
that he would vote no on the 
bill unless it included a 
greater expansion of the 
child tax credit, which he 
and another Republican 
senator, Mike Lee of Utah, 


much of the benefits will 
flow to low- and middle-in- 
come people versus corpo- 


have been pushing for to 
benefit lower-income indi- 
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ALEX WONG GETTY IMAGES 
Federal Communications Commission Chairman 
Ajit Pai speaks to members of the media after 
Thursday’s commission meeting in Washington. 


FCC VOTES TO REVERSE 
NET NEUTRALITY RULES 


Commission loosens regulatory oversight over broadband providers 


BY CECILIA KANG 


WASHINGTON 

The Federal Communi- 
cations Commission voted 
Thursday to dismantle rules 
regulating the businesses 
that connect consumers to 
the Internet, granting 
broadband companies the 
power to potentially reshape 
Americans’ online experi- 
ences. 

The agency scrapped the 
net neutrality regulations 
that prohibited broadband 
providers from blocking 
websites or charging for 


longer regulate high-speed 
Internet delivery as if it were 
a utility, like phone service. 
The action reversed the 
agency’s 2015 decision, dur- 
ing the Obama administra- 
tion, to have stronger over- 
sight over broadband pro- 
viders as Americans have 
migrated to the Internet for 
most communications. It re- 
flected the view of the 
Trump administration and 
the new FCC chairman that 
unregulated business will 
eventually yield innovation 
and help the economy. 
SEE FCC • A6 


higher-quality service or 
certain content. The federal 
government will also no 


Ø c1- FCC puts trust in 
Internet service providers. 


AL SEIB LOS ANGELES TIMES 


Santa Paula city officials, police and firefighters salute as a motorcade carrying the body of Cal Fire’s Cory Iverson, who 
died while battling the Thomas fire, passes by on the way to the Ventura County Medical Examiner. 


S.D.-AREA FIREFIGHTER KILLED 


Cory Iverson, 32, was fighting Thomas fire near Fillmore; officials have not specified cause of death 


BY KAREN KUCHER 
& TERI FIGUEROA 


A 32-year-old firefighter from 
the San Diego area battling the 
massive Thomas fire died Thurs- 
day, aloss that a local Cal Fire offi- 
cial said “has shaken our organi- 
zation to the core.” 

Cal Fire authorities confirmed 
at news conferences in Ventura, 
where the fire is burning, and San 


Cal Fire 
engineer 
Cory 
Iverson 


Diego County that the fallen fire- 
fighter was Cory Iverson, who was 
assigned to the blaze with a fire 


engine strike team from Cal Fire’s 
San Diego unit. 

Iverson, a fire apparatus engi- 
neer, had been with Cal Fire since 
2009. The North County resident 
is survived by his wife, Ashley, and 
a 2-year-old daughter. His wife is 
pregnant with their second 
daughter, due in the spring. 

Cal Fire San Diego Chief Tony 
Meacham said at a media briefing 
in Escondido that the fallen fire- 


fighter had been with afive-engine 
strike team and engaged ina “very 
active part of the fire” just outside 
of Fillmore when the accident 
happened. He did not specify how 
Iverson was killed. 

All 17 of the firefighters on the 
strike team have been pulled off 
the fire lines. They had been at the 
Thomas fire since Dec. 5. 

“This incident has shaken our 
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CIGARETTE SMOKING FALLS BELOW VAPING, POT USE IN TEENS 


BY JAN HOFFMAN 


Cigarette smoking has 
dropped so sharply among U.S. 
teenagers that vaping and mari- 
juana use are now more com- 
mon, according to a national 
survey of adolescent drug use re- 
leased Thursday. 

The report, sponsored by the 
federal government’s National 
Institute on Drug Abuse and ad- 
ministered by the University of 
Michigan, found that 22.9 per- 


T% 


High school seniors who said 
they had smoked cigarettes 
within the previous 30 days 


cent of high school seniors said 
they had used marijuana within 
the previous 30 days and 16.6 
percent had used a vaping de- 


vice. Only 9.7 percent had 
smoked cigarettes. 

The survey of 43,703 eighth-, 
10th- and 12th-graders in public 
and private schools nationwide 
raised concerns about the popu- 
larity of vaping devices, avail- 
able in countless styles to appeal 
to different social groups. But 
the report was otherwise opti- 
mistic. It found that teenagers’ 
consumption of most substan- 
ces — including alcohol, to- 
bacco, prescription opioids and 


stimulants — had either fallen or 
held steady at last year’s levels, 
the lowest rates in 20 years. 

By contrast, rates of marijua- 
na use have remained largely 
consistent, with occasional 
small shifts, in recent years. 
(Studies show, however, that 
marijuana rates have risen 
among young adults in the past 
decade.) 

“We’re impressed by the im- 
provement in substance use by 
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LABOR BOSS 
ACCUSED OF 
SEX ASSAULT 
IN LAWSUIT 


Kasparian denies charges 
leveled in woman's deposition 


BY JOSHUA STEWART 


In a lawsuit filed Wednesday, a woman 
has accused San Diego labor leader 
Mickey Kasparian of sexual assault. It’s 
the latest in a series of accusations ofin- 
appropriate behavior against the influen- 
tial union boss and the 
first allegation of forced 
sexual contact. 

Kasparian, 59, denies 
all the woman’s allega- 
tions, as well as accusa- 
tions of wrongdoing from 
other women. 

“Let me be crystal 
clear, without any equiv- 
ocation whatsoever — all 
ofthese accusations are categorically and 
completely false,” Kasparian said in a 
written statement on Thursday. 

Melody Godinez, 31, a county govern- 
ment employee who is active in organized 
labor, alleges in her lawsuit and in a depo- 
sition referenced in it that Kasparian 
pinned her down to the sofa in his office, 
groped her on four occasions and tried to 
get her to participate in group sex. Her 
lawsuit also names United Food and 
Commercial Workers Local 135, the union 
Kasparian leads. 

Kasparian put one of his hands inside 
the front of her pants and held her 
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BUSINESS 


EXAMINING $52.4B 
DISNEY-FOX DEAL 


Ø c1- The Walt Disney Co.'s 
agreement to buy much of Rupert 
Murdoch's entertainment empire is 
a blockbuster union that would 
radically transform Hollywood into a 
land of fewer giants. 


TODAY’S DEAL 


U-T INDEX 


Pay just $20 for $40 toward shoe cleaning and 

repair, plus save an additional 10 percent off of all 

clothes alterations and dry cleaning services. Buy 
= nowat SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 


SEASONS BEST EVENT 


9389 / 36 /°1,995 


NORTH COUNTY 
CADILLAC 


1515 Auto Park Way, 
Escondido 
92029 


888-913-7777 


northcountycadillac.com 
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2018 XTS FWD 


PER MONTH! 


MONTHS CUSTOMER CASH TO START 
5 at this payment 


1 Payments are for a 2018 XT5 FWD Luxury. $389 per mo. + tax for 36 mos. 32,500 miles for lease term. $.25/ per mile thereafter. $1,995 
customer cash + $1,972 Manufacture Rebate = $3,967 total due at lease signing. Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit 
required. On approved credit. Some customers may not qualify to lease. Expires 12/18/17 . All units subject to prior sale. 


